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IN THE UNITED STATESR^^^^d TRADEMARK OFFICE ' 
Applicant : Dr. Gunter HALMSCh/aGER et al. ^ 

Serial No : 09/646, 119 B M 0 3 m it) Grou P Art Unit: 1 73 1 

(National Stage of PCmP00/00491,y 
I. A. Filed : January 21, 2000 ^Etf*^ Examiner: Unkno 


>wn 


For 


^ach^andprocessforproduongamult^^p™^ 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 5 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks ° 1 

Washington, D.C. 20231 ^ ! 3 r n 

Sir: ^ rn 

S : o 

In accordance w.tn the duty of disclosure under 3y c RR ^ ^ f ^ j ^ 
App.tcants submits ,he foUow.ng documents for ,he Examiner's consideration: 

above-captioned appltcadon. ,„ particular, the Internal Examiner cited: 

(» USft «No.5,7 88 , 81 6 i ss Ued , 0 s,ec k er,eu,ere t a,. 0 „ Aug us,4, 1 998,asan.X- 
category document (,e„ a document , hat calls ouestion of tne n0V e,t y or mventive step w„e„ 

12 - 16, 23 - 27, and 36 - 39 of the International application; 

P) E ™P-Pa t en,A P p ll ca,io„No.0465 698, P ubI 1 shedJa„uar y .5 ,992 as an "X" 
ca.ego.doeumenfmparticu.aMbeExammernotedtbeent.redocumentasrelevanttoclaims,, 
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2, 23 - 27, and 37 of , h e Inlemational application . Fof ^ 

^^•« W cfU.S.P^N6. 5 ^ i ^ toB ^^ mNo ^ 2i 

above-cited document; 

(3) European Patent appl.cation No. 0 289 445, published November 2, 1988, as an "X" 
2, 23 - 27 and 37 of ,he Intemat.onal appl.canon. For the Exanr.ner's conve„,e„ee, App„can,s 

is.den.rned by t he annex ,o ,he Search ^ as a U.S. Paten, far„, Iy member of tne above _ cted 

document; and 

(4) Internat.onal PubI.ca.ion No. WO 99/40256, publ.shed August 12, 1999, as a «P" 
categoo, document (,e., an inter.en.ng document) and as an "A" category document (. e a 

docume„.de i 1„ingthe g eneral s «ateof ft ear,wh,c h ,„ 0 .co„s, d ered.obeof P ar.,cu,ar relevance) 
The Exam,„erd, d „ 0 , note any porHonsof.be above-cited document relevantto ,he cla,ms of ,he 

International application. 

AppLcantssubmitherewthacopyofaGerman Search Report da,ed,une 8, 2000 conducted 
in German Patent AppHca.ion No. 100 02 547.1, wh,c„ ,s a counted of the above-capt.oned 
application. & particular, the German Examiner cited: 

(5) German Paten, App.ication No. 26 45 763, published April ,3, ,978, as an «X- 

26 - 32, and 36 of the German application; 
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(6) German Patent Application No. 198 03 591 Al, published August 5, 1999, as a "D" 
category document (l .e., a document discussed within the present application). Applicants note that 
the above-cited document is discussed on page 1, line 9 of the disclosure. For the Examiner's 
convenience, Applicants submit herewith a copy of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/237,842, filed 
January 27, 1 999, which is a U.S. Patent application equivalent of the above-cited document; 

(7) German Patent Application No. 197 04 443 Al, published August 13, 1998, as a "D" 
category document. Applicants note that the above-cited document is discussed in the present 
application beginning on page 1, line 9 of the disclosure. For the Examiner's convenience, 
Applicants submit herewith a copy of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/019,053, filed February 5, 
1998, which is a U.S. Patent Application equivalent of the above-cited document; 

(8) German Patent Application No. 44 02 273 Al, published June 16, 1994, as a "D" 
category document. Applicants note that the above-cited document is discussed in the present 
application beginning on page 1, line 10 of the disclosure. For the Examiner's convenience, 
Applicants submit herewith a copy of U.S. Patent No. 5,635,033 issued to Grossmann et al. on June 
3, 1997, which is a U.S. Patent equivalent of the above-cited document; 

(9) German Patent Application No. 197 33 316 Al, published February 4, 1999,asa"D" 
category document. Applicants note that the above-cited document is discussed in the present 
application beginning on page 1, line 9 of the disclosure. For the Examiner's convenience, 
Applicants submit herewith a copy of U.S. Patent Application No. 09/124,973, filed July 30, 1998, 
which is a U.S. Patent Application equivalent of the above-cited document; and 
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(10) German Patent App.ica.ion No. 196 51 493 Al, published June 18, 1998, as a «D" 
category document. Applets „o,e tna, ,he above-cited document is discussed in the present 
application beginning on page 1, ,i„e 9 of the d.sclosure. For the Examiner's convenience, 
Apphcants submit herew.th a copy of U.S. Patent Appl.cat.on No. 08/987,981, filed December ,0, 
1997, which ,s a U.S. Paten, Applicat.on eoruvalen, of the above-cited document. 

Should the Exam.ner have any questions, he .s inv„ed to contact the unders.gned a, the 
below listed number. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Dr. Giinter HALMSCHLAGER et al. 



Neil F. Greenblum 
Reg. No. 28,394 

^fd 

January 3, 2001 

GREENBLUM & BERNSTEIN PLC 
1941 Roland Clarke 
Reston, VA 20191 
(703) 716-1191 


